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city and to maintain order until daylight. One of the important
matters first to be attended to was to secure the custom-house,
and this brought the general with an escort toward the position
held by the Wateree's men.

As this motley squad approached it was halted. Demands
were made by General La Vega to know whom this force repre-
sented and what its purpose was in invading the sovereign state
of San Salvador. The writer, being fairly well acquainted with
the Spanish idiom, explained that its purpose was to guard all
American property in the custom-house and to obtain assurances
that it would be protected. When that assurance was given the
force would be withdrawn to the ship.

During this colloquy an interesting example of the Amer-
ican seaman's loyalty to his officers occurred. One of the men
had moved to the writer's side while the colloquy was going on,
with his repeating rifle cocked and ready, supposing the collo-
quy, which was maintained in elevated tones of voice, meant
that the general was abusing the seaman's chief, and as he did
so he said, sotto voce, 'i Just tell me, sir, at the right time, and
I'll blow that big hat off him for you." "When it was explained
that arrangements were being made to take over the custom-
house, he replied:

"Oh, I thought he was abusing and cussing you, sir., and I
was going to stop that."

The assurance asked for having been accorded, the American
force was withdrawn. On the way back to the ship the night
was very dark. The water was literally dotted with men from
the defeated army, who had waded some distance out to escape
from their pursuers. These men begged pitifully to be taken
on board ship, while others, more fortunate, had seized boats
about the shore and had escaped on board. One of the boats
overtaken contained General Duenas, the revolutionary leader,
who had been gravely wounded by several musket balls. He
was accompanied by two or three officers, who implored the right
of asylum under our -flag to save their lives.

Returning on board to report, it was found that a number
of women, children and soldiers had fled thither for safety.
Some of the little ones were only a few months old. The officers
vacated their apartments to the ladies and children.ied.
